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—{  AIRCREW OF DISTINCTION ]

1 ST LT TIMOTHY CORRIGAN, aircraft commander,
and MAJ WILLIAM GEORGE, instructor weapon
systems officer, were flying their F-4E on 5 March
1985 as number two during a deployment sortie
when their aircraft experienced total utility
hydraulic failure. Having taken off only ten
minutes before, the crew returned to the base and
held to the south while they accomplished checklist
procedures. When they attempted to lower the
landing gear from the front cockpit with the
iemergency pneumatic system, the left main gear
remained up and locked. Activation of the
emergency system from the rear cockpit didn’t
produce any different results.

The crew obtained technical assistance by phone
.patch from both their home base SOF and the F-4
systems manager at Ogden ALC, Utah. All further
attempts to get the gear fully down were unsuc-
cessful due to a pneumatic line failure in the gear
well, so the crew prepared to land with only the
nose and right main gear down. After burning
down fuel, Lieutenant Corrigan and Major George
set up for a no-flap approach end barrier engage-
ment. Lieutenant Corrigan flew the aircraft to a
touchdown on centerline, short of the barrier. He
gently lowered the left wing and wing tank to the
runway and made a perfect barrier engagement. A
fire erupted when the external wing tank ruptured
upon contact with the runway and residual fuel
ignited. The crew shut down the engines and
performed an emergency ground egress on the
right side of the aircraft.

Lieutenant Corrigan’s flawless approach and
landing limited the damage to the aircraft, -
allowing it to be repaired and flown back to home
station within a week. Through their calm analysis,
use of technical assistance, superior crew
coordination and excellent aircraft handling, Lieu-
tenant Corrigan and Major George recovered a
valuable combat aircraft with minimal damage. >
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the missile off the rail, part reliability reared its
trustworthy head. The umbilical cord block re-
tainer, which is designed to keep the umbilical
on the airplane when the missile fires, does the
same thing on the ground. As the crew took the
missile off, the block retainer kept the
umbilical—just like the book said. It sheared the
imbilical cord off, and the missile had to go back

.0 depot for several thousand dollars of repair

work.

Lest you get the wrong idea, the problem here
wasn’t with the retainer block but with the load
crew. They failed to follow the tech data for re-
moving the missile which included disconnecting
the block from the retainer. When you put some-
thing on an aircraft, make sure it’s on to stay
and fastened securely all around. When you get
ready to take it off, just the opposite is true—

unhook, unsnap, unscrew and undo everything
the TO says before you try to take the panel,
munition or part off.
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pulling. Remind your wingman.
By the way, has he been to the
centrifuge? He has? Good. Have
him brief this.

3) EXERCISE. No amount of
muscle conditioning can increase
your natural, relaxed G toler-
ance, but it sure will make up
for not flying ACM as often as
you'd like, will help you to strain
easier and longer and will help
delay fatigue during the flight.
4) FATIGUE. Consider things
that adversely affect G tolerance
today, like what were you and
your wingy doing last night, how
tough was this morning’s first
go, who skipped breakfast, etc.?
5) LIFE STYLE. Use this one
for reviewing long-term factors.
Were either of you sick last
week? On leave? Is he on a crash
diet for the weight control
program? Working nights on his
MBA?

TECHNOLOGY —Since these
engineering items together are
less effective than a good strain,
they are last.

1) EARLY. Sound familiar?
Your G-suit helps a lot more if it
is inflated before the G comes
on. Even the new High Flow
Only Valve will take better than
a second to fill up the suit, so
try preloading the suit with the
test button. Can you find it
without looking?

2) TEST THE SUIT. You do
hold it for the whole three sec-
onds at the end of the runway
checks, don’t you? How about
testing it at the fence check, and
between engagements?

3) FIT. Tight. We all know
somebody who has a better way
of fitting it to pump the blood
back up. Wrong. All those
theories have been studied and
discarded. Get it cinched up
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every 60 days, zip up the side
zippers, hook it up, test it; but
above all, don’t rely on it to keep
you awake. Its real function is to
give you something to strain
against, not to pump blood into
your brain.

4) THE RECLINED SEAT.
Nobody has lost consciousness
lying back in the world’s most
comfortable ejection seat, on
offense, looking through the
HUD, logging his fifth kill as the
designers envisioned. All the vic-
tims of GLC have been looking
back at the bandit or the target.
Hence, the “intern’s % rule”:
Defensively, I go % of offensive
G at % the onset rate, just for
the wife and kiddies. Recom-
mend this cautious, gray-haired,
broken-down, old fighter pilot’s
defensive method to your aggres-
sive young wingman.

5) THE TAPE. An extra T
word—it won’t help you today,
but assessing your technique in
the debrief will build good habits
and make GLC less likely to-
morrow. Run hot mike for ACM,;
turn the interphone volume
down if all that obscene panting
embarrasses you.

Take a minute or two during
the brief to review the tech-
nique, analyze your training
state and consider the tech-
nology. The well-briefed, highly
trained fighter pilot really is as
capable as his jet. >
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